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Schedule

12:30 – 13:00
Foyer

13:00 – 14:00
Lecture Theatre G53

Registration and Exhibition in the 
School of Chemistry

Keynote Lectures by Kristy 
Turner and Serena Corr

14:00 – 14:30
Foyer

Refreshments

14:30 – 15:00
Room G08 / Ge005

Panel Sessions A in G08
B in Ge005

15:00 – 15:30
Room G08 / Ge005

Panel Sessions C in G08
D in Ge005

15:30 – 16:30
Foyer

Exhibition, Networking and Wine
Reception



Keynote Speakers

Kristy completed her PhD at the
University of Glasgow before
training as a teacher. In 2011, she
took up a unique post teaching at
both Bolton School and The
University of Manchester. As well
as blogging for the RSC
publication Education in Chemistry,
Kristy is also a mother to a little
girl.

Dr Kristy Turner

Serena completed her PhD at
Trinity College Dublin before
moving to the USA for a
postdoctoral position. She is
now a Professor and Chair in
Functional Nanomaterials at the
University of Sheffield and is a
Mum to two young boys.

Professor Serena Corr



Panel Session A
Pursuing a Career in Academia

Dr. Imogen Riddell
Imogen was born and raised in the Scottish borders before
completing her undergrad degree at the University of Strathclyde.
Imogen completed her PhD at the University of Cambridge, before
moving to Boston to work with Professor Stephen Lippard at MIT. In
2017, Imogen joined the University of Manchester as a Dame
Kathleen Ollerenshaw Fellow. A year later she was appointed as a
Royal Society University Research Fellow.

Professor Sarah Heath
Sarah completed her undergraduate degree at The University of
Kent at Canterbury followed by a PhD at The University of East
Anglia. She then did a postdoc in Trieste, Italy before returning to
the UK to take up a lectureship.

She joined UoM in 2002 as a senior lecturer and is currently a
professor in nuclear chemistry!

Dr. Louise Natrajan
Louise studied at the University of York and received her PhD from
The University of Nottingham with Professor Polly Arnold. She
then moved to the CEA, Grenoble, France as a PDRA with Dr
Marinella Mazzanti. She joined The University of Manchester in
2005 as a Leverhulme Trust funded PDRA and has progressed to
her current position as a reader in chemistry.

Professor Sabine Flitsch
Sabine graduated in 1982 from the University of Münster, Germany
before moving to the University of Oxford to pursue her PhD under
Sir Jack Baldwin. After completing her postdoc at MIT, Sabine
returned to Oxford to lecture in organic chemistry. Sabine was a
BBSRC research fellow from 2001-2004 at the University of
Edinburgh, before moving to the University of Manchester to work in
the Manchester Institute of Biotechnology.



Panel Session B
Pursuing a Non-Academic Career with a Chemistry Bac kground

Danielle Hignett
Danielle studied chemistry and management at Manchester before moving into
the pharmaceutical industry. She left industry to pursue her dream of having her
own business. With her skills and expertise, Danielle became the owner of two
children’s nurseries. She is now a qualified Montessori teacher and owns the only
two Montessori nurseries in Manchester. She was also one of The North West's
"42 under 42" entrepreneurs last year.

Dr. Elizabeth Boreham
Lizzie studied at Manchester for her undergrad before trying various industrial
jobs, including QC in a big pharma company. She returned to do a PhD with
Louise Natrajan, looking at photochromic compounds for two-photon absorption.
Lizzie now works as a research chemist for a small contract research company
which specialises in colour. She works on projects designing and synthesising
dyes for specialist applications.

Dr. Alison Drasdo
Alison did her undergraduate at Manchester before completing her PhD in polymer
chemistry. She began her career at Zeneca working with resins, but eventually
became frustrated with her lack of customer interaction. She moved to a techno-
commercial position working in various roles across multiple businesses, before
taking a year-long career break. She now works for Lubrizol as the Global
Innovation Market Manager for Print & Packaging.

Dr. Claire Woon
Claire studied for her MChem at UoM, spending her third year working for
AstraZeneca. Claire went on to study for a PhD in the chemical engineering
department, before deciding to pursue a career outside of the laboratory. She then
got a job in medical communications, where she focussed on market access. For
the past ten years, Claire has been working towards ensuring all appropriate
patients get rapid and maintained access to treatment, at the right price.

Kim Hughes
Kim studied at Manchester for her undergraduate, where she spent her 4th year in
the radiochemistry department. After graduating Kim started working for the
National Nuclear Laboratory, and after 3 years decided lab work was no longer for
her. She then moved to a graduate position in Deloitte, where she now works in
audit and has gained her accountancy qualification.



Panel Session C
Maintaining a Good Work-Life Balance

Dr. Kristy Turner
Kristy completed her PhD at the University of Glasgow before training as
a teacher. In 2011, she took up a unique post teaching part-time at
Bolton School and part-time at The University of Manchester. As well as
blogging for the RSC publication “Education in Chemistry”, Kristy is also
a mother to a little girl.

Elizabeth Maingi
Lizzie Maingi is a high school teacher at Manchester Academy
where she teaches the three science. She completed her Masters in
chemistry at UoM and returned after a foray in analytical chemistry
to complete her PGCE. She loves teaching young people and finds it
incredibly rewarding when she sees the enthusiasm and fascination
when a student finally understands a hard concept. She says it's
priceless to know she is moulding future science leaders.

Dr. Ben Carter
Ben Carter is the careers consultant for the School of Chemistry at
UoM, where he offers one-to-one advice to students exploring their
options after graduation. He completed his PhD on metal-organic
frameworks at the University of Liverpool and has postdoc
experience working on gas hydrates and dry water. He’s a huge
advocate for science communication and speaks about science to
the public through the RSC and the Cheltenham Science Festival.

Dr. Rebecca Harvey
Rebecca graduated from UoM with a first class degree in chemistry
with a year in industry, and stayed in Manchester to complete her
PhD. She then pursed a career at Peakdale Molecular (now
Concept Life Sciences) as a synthetic chemist. Rebecca has
progressed to a position as Lead Chemist and is now working at
their recently opened Alderley Edge site. Outside of work, Rebecca
juggles having a two year old and a thriving allotment.



Panel Session D
Developing Confidence and Influencing People

Aranzazu Carmona Orbezo
Aranzazu was born and raised in Mexico, completing her undergrad
in chemical engineering at Universidad Iberoamericana. She started
her career at DuPont, coordinating the regulatory affairs for the
pesticide portfolio in Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean.
Aranzazu returned to university to complete her masters before
working as a lecturer across Mexico City, and is now studying for
her PhD in Materials Chemistry at UoM.

Dr. Hannah Roberts
Hannah obtained her Mchem from UoM before completing her PhD
in biotechnology at the MIB. She has over 10 years experience
managing world-class research including managing start-up
company Bio-Shape Ltd. More recently, she has worked part-time
in management roles whilst raising 3 children. Hannah recently
trained to be a certified Women's Leadership Coach and now
supports the success of Women in Science and Technology.

Dr. Rebecca Dey
Becky competed her undergraduate degree in chemistry at UoM before
continuing here for her PhD, working on polymeric biomaterials. Upon
graduation, she began work at the RSC as a publishing editor but has
since returned to the lab working for a start-up developing OTFT-based
biosensors. She has a keen interest in SciComm and has written articles
in Chemistry World. She is also involved in outreach and visits schools to
inspire young people to pursue a career in STEM.

Autumn Rudd
Autumn studied for her MChem at UoM, gaining industrial experience
at C-Tech Innovation. Whilst here, Autumn became a PASS leader and
student coordinator, as well as a science busker. After graduating, she
became one of the student engagement interns within peer support,
where she helped to coordinate PASS and peer mentoring across all
degree programmes. She will soon be starting a role at MOSI, as well
as becoming a research and development technician at Lubrizol.
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